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11 pm - 6 am



W H AT  I S  L I G H T S  
O U T,  T E X A S !

EDUCATION, AWARENESS, and ACTION that focuses on turning 
out lights at night during Spring and Fall migration.

Goals:
• Increase statewide participation at the business, local, official, 

municipal, and community levels
• Reduce migratory bird mortality 
• Coordinate local volunteer efforts to collect and report data 

Painted bunting

EDUCACIÓN, CONCIENCIACIÓN y ACCIÓN centradas en el 
apagado nocturno de las luces durante la migración de primavera y 
otoño.

Objetivos:
• Aumentar la participación a escala estatal en los ámbitos 

empresarial, local, oficial, municipal y comunitario
• Reducir la mortalidad de las aves migratorias
• Coordinar los esfuerzos de los voluntarios locales para recoger y 

comunicar datos



Before After

A major bird collision event that killed 
nearly 400 birds in a single night.

Largest Collision in Galveston in 2017:

Lights Out Texas was modeled in Dallas in 
2020:
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Texas 
Conservation Alliance, The Perot 
Museum of Nature and Science, Dallas 
Zoo, and Texan by Nature

Statewide Expansion in 2021:
Facilitated by Audubon Texas.

T H E  B E G I N N I N G



• Acton Nature Center
• Audubon Dallas
• City of Arlington
• City of Dallas, Mayor’s Office
• City of Fort Worth and Downtown Fort Worth
• City of Cedar Hill 
• Dallas Zoo
• Dogwood Canyon Audubon Center
• Ellis County Master Naturalists
• Fort Worth Museum of History and Science
• Friends of Fort Worth Nature Center
• Heard Natural Science & Wildlife Sanctuary
• Perot Museum of Nature and Science
• Texas Conservation Alliance
• Trinity River Audubon Center
• University of Texas at Arlington

DFW 

• City of Houston 
• City of Galveston 
• Houston Audubon
• Gulf Coast Bird Observatory
• The Houston Museum of Natural Science

Houston & Gulf Coast

National

Statewide

• City of Austin, Office of Sustainability
• City of Dripping Springs 
• Hill Country Alliance
• Travis Audubon
• Travis County 

Austin

PA R T N E R S

San Antonio
• Bexar Audubon Society
• Mitchell Lake Audubon Center
• The Witte Museum

West Texas
• Big Bend Conservation Alliance
• El Paso Trans Pecos Audubon Society
• University of Texas at El Paso

• Defenders of Wildlife
• The Nature Conservancy

• American Bird Conservancy
• Audubon
• National Wildlife Federation



I M P O R TA N C E

Birds provide:

• Ecosystem services
• A benchmark for environmental health
• Increasing livability
• Connect people of all ages and abilities to the natural 

world.

Birds support the Texas economy. In the Rio Grande Valley
alone, Texas A&M found that nature tourism – which is
dominated by bird watching – contributes:
• $300 million
• 4,407 full and part-time jobs annually

American Woodcock





Graphic: Cornell Lab of Ornithology



T H E  P R O B L E M

Houston is ranked #2 of the
125 largest US cities for light
pollution exposure risks to
nocturnally migrating birds

The Dallas-Fort Worth
metro area is ranked #3 of
the 125 largest US cities for
light pollution exposure risks
to nocturnally migrating birds





MalaMuy mala Mejor Mas Mejor



Graphic: MacDonald Observatory 



Birds don’t understand 
the concept of glass
as an invisible barrier 
that can also be a
mirror. 

They take what they 
see literally:
Glass appears habitat 
they can fly into, 
whether that habitat is 
reflected or visible
through glass.



March 1 - June 15
1 of every 3 birds migrating through the 
U.S. in Spring passes through Texas

Spring Migration Fall Migration Peak Migration
August 15 - November 30
1 of every 4 birds migrating through the 
U.S. in Fall passes through Texas

Spring: April 22 - May 12
Fall: September 5 - October 29



Top 5 migration nights, by ranking of the biggest flight 
nights for nocturnally migrating birds over the contiguous 
US during Spring 2021.

B I R D C A S T

Live bird migration maps that show where 
migration is occurring in real-time

Migration alerts to which one can 
subscribe to learn when high bird migration 
will occur in your area.

Forecast bird migration maps that predict 
where and when bird migration will occur 
across the continental US

Predict and monitor bird migration. 
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03



Go to birdcast.info



To better understand migration dynamics and how 
light pollution and building collisions impact birds.

Collected birds are sent to the Biodiversity Research 
and Teaching Collections at Texas A&M University.

• Austin
• Dallas
• Houston
• San Antonio
• West Texas
• University of Texas at El Paso

B U I L D I N G  C O L L I S I O N  S T U D Y





G E T  I N V O LV E D !

Do not use landscape lighting to light up trees or gardens 
where birds may be resting.

For essential lights (like security lighting) use the following 
dark skies friendly lighting practices:

• Aim lights down
• Use lighting shields to direct light downwards and to 

avoid light shining into the sky or trees
• Use motion detectors and sensors so lights are only on 

when you need them
• Close blinds at night to reduce the amount of light being 

emitted from windows

Turn off all non-essential lights from 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. 
each night during migration season.

Guidelines for EVERYONE:

01
02
03

Ruby-throated Hummingbird



Click to watch video

https://vimeo.com/664388758/5d340530b8?share=copy
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