
Leading Latino/a/x-serving Organizations Author Sign-On Letter
Rejecting Manchin’s Secret “Dirty Deal” with the Fossil Fuel Industry

September 12, 2022

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker, United States House of Representatives
U.S. Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Majority Leader, United States Senate
U.S. Capitol Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leader Schumer,

The undersigned organizations, representing thousands of Latino/a/x community
members, write to express our strong opposition to the dirty fossil fuel infrastructure
permitting side deal drafted by the American Petroleum Institute (API) and demanded by
Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) in exchange for his support for the Inflation Reduction Act
of 2022 (IRA). Passage of this ill-conceived secret side-deal would silence the voice of
our already overburdened communities, quash our hard-earned right to self-
determination, and put our families health and welfare at serious risk.



The IRA already inflicts our communities with expanded fossil fuel development,
processing, and infrastructure. If we load on to that the passage of pollution permitting
legislation that would limit public review, input, and government accountability in the
permitting review process, it would further undermine and even reverse the many historic
investments over the next decade for the Latino/a/x comunidad brought on by the IRA.  

A leaked draft of text shows the watermark of the API, clear proof that the side deal was
developed by the fossil fuel industry. The proposed text aims to gut existing permitting
review processes administered through the bedrock National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) law by weakening public consultation, input and review processes. NEPA is one
of the strongest tools our communities have to ensure our voices are heard during the
build out of large infrastructure projects. Without proper consultation and review of project
impacts, our communities could be left defenseless against giant fossil fuel polluters,
while our families and children are seriously and irrevocably harmed. 

The legislation’s additional limitations on State and Tribal authority to evaluate the
impacts of federally licensed projects, such as fossil fuel pipelines, on our waterways and
wetlands would not only put at risk water quality, but also impact natural environments
that provide critical protection for our communities. The protection of valuable wetlands is
especially relevant now as we continue to see more frequent and devastating weather
and flooding events exacerbated by the climate crisis. The bill ultimately aims to prioritize
the development of fossil fuel projects at the expense of our frontline communities. 

We cannot in good conscience allow this to happen on our watch.

For Latino/a/xs, the disproportionate pollution burden from industry is significant. Recent
analysis shows that approximately 1.6 million Latinos/as/xs in the U.S. live within a half-
mile of an oil or gas facility, with increased exposure to pollutants from oil and gas air
pollution. People of color are more likely than white counterparts to live near oil refineries
and petrochemical plants and pollution-emitting transportation infrastructure like ports and
highways. People living in majority Latino/a/x neighborhoods are dangerously exposed to
higher particulate matter and nitrogen oxides levels than residents of majority white
neighborhoods, contributing to higher overall rates of heart disease, cancer and asthma. 

This dirty secretly negotiated deal must be decoupled from any must-pass legislation and
vigorously opposed by our congressional leaders, committee chairs, and all members
who are elected to office to represent and protect us, not sell the health of our children to
the highest bidder. Congress should do everything in its power to protect NEPA and, in
order to codify these protections, pass the Environmental Justice for All Act. These
actions are critical to ensure that the communities who continue to bear the brunt of harm
from fossil fuels are heard and have the ability to defend themselves against polluting
industries and infrastructure in their neighborhoods.

https://www.edf.org/media/study-explores-demographics-communities-living-near-oil-and-gas-wells
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/pollution-poverty-people-color-living-industry/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25211756/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2020.139122


Sincerely,

Mark Magaña 
Founding President & CEO 
GreenLatinos

Oscar Chacon
Executive Director
Alianza Americas

Wanda Rios
President
Asociación de Residentes De La Margarita

Carlos Ochoa
National Policy Manager
Azul 

Nathalie Munoz
Administrative Coordinator
Berkeley Food Institute

Jose Manuel Diaz Perez
Advocate
Campamento Contra las Cenizas de Carbón en Peñuelas

Virginia Palacios
Executive Director
Commission Shift

Antonio Tovar
La Via Campesina NA Representative
Farmworker Association of Florida

Patrick Nolan
Executive Director
Friends of Organ Mountains-Desert Peaks



Jora Fogg
Policy Director
Friends of the Inyo

JShanna Edberg
Director of Conservation Programs
Hispanic Access Foundation

Thomas Acker
Board President
Hispanic Affairs Project

 
Laura Esquivel
Vice President of Federal Policy
Hispanic Federation

Maria Revelles
Co-Director
La Mesa Boricua de Florida

Tony DeFalco
Executive Director
Latino Network

Luis Villa
Executive Director
Latino Outdoors

Molly Matthews Multedo
President
Latino Verde

 
Jamie Valdez
Organizing Lead
Mothers Out Front Colorado



Al Gallegos
National President
National Association of Hispanic Federal Executives

Susana Almanza
Director
PODER

Beatriz Soto
Director
Protegete

Carlos Zegarra
Executive Director
Sachamama

 
Ed Figueroa
President
South Bronx Community Congress

Anna Ramirez
Secretary
Southwest Organization for Sustainability

Yoca Arditi-Rocha
Executive Director
The CLEO Institute

Ellie Cohen
Chief Executive Officer
The Climate Center

Jackie Nuñez
Founder
The Last Plastic Straw



 
Alfonso Espino
Coordinator
UCAN

Fran P. Aguirre
President
Unite North Metro Denver

Elizabeth Yeampierre
Executive Director
UPROSE

Maxine Rebeles
Organizer 
Vets United to Stop the Wall

JRenée M. Chacon
Executive Director & Co-Founder
Womxn from the Mountain


